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EXTEACTS PEOM THE EECOKDS OP THE MOEA- 
VIAN CONGBEGATION AT HEBEON, PENNSYL- 
VANIA, 1775-1781. 

[In July of 1761 the Moravians surveyed and laid out a town on a 
tract of fifty acres, on the south side of the Qiiittopehelle Creek, about 
one mile from the present borough of Lebanon, Pennsylvania, which 
they called Hebron. Hebron, however, was never built; instead, the 
name was given to a large stone building occupied as a chapel (on second 
floor) and living rooms for the minister (on first floor), which until 1848 
was used for congregational purposes. The following extracts are trans- 
lated from the German, of remnants of the diary of the pastor, Eev. P. 
C. Bader, who was in charge of the congregation during the whole period 
of the ^Revolution. — Ed. Penna. Mag.] 

1775. 

May 10. — Great excitement prevails in the town, as all 
males between fifteen and fifty years of age are expected to 
register their names. Two military companies have been 
formed. 

May 14. — Since Wednesday of last week our whole neigh- 
borhood has presented a warlike appearance, and a large 
number of my brethren were obliged to register. They 
went to Captain de Haas, who although not yet commis- 
sioned, has organized a company. 

1776. 

March 3. — Just before the morning service, Captain de 
Haas called on me to bid farewell, for in three days he will 
leave for Philadelphia to take command of his Battalion 
which has been ordered to Canada. 

May 7. — Early this morning de Haas, with a strong escort, 
passed by our house on his way to join his Battalion. 

June 25. — Dr. Oldenberg requested the loan of several of 
our school-benches, for the use of the officers who occupy 
Baltzer Orth's spring-house. Tomorrow a battalion of 
troops will drill in his field, opposite to our clergy-house. 
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July 8. — Bro. Sturgis came to see me today, and is in 
much perplexity, as an Express from Congress has arrived 
with orders for the troops to march. 

July 21. — Two battalions marched for camp during the 
past week. 

July 24-. — Two soldiers called and asked for something to 
eat, and when they learned that it was a meeting-house, 
were about to resume their journey, but Sister Bader pre- 
pared something for them, for which they were thankful. 

July 26. — Andreas Kapp came to take leave, as his com- 
pany which has been encamped in Orth's field opposite our 
house, marches for Reading this afternoon. We have much 
sympathy with the people. 

August 4.. — Great alarm and uneasiness prevails, as it is 
reported that the Tories and Indians are threatening an 
invasion. 

August 8. — Yesterday two companies of troops from the 
Swatara, and today the last company from this town, 
marched for the army. Numbers of our members called to 
take leave — Adam Orth and his son John ; Baltzer Orth ; 
Guenther; Gottlieb Kucker; Michael Uhrich; Michael 
Koch ; George Volk and Henry Buehler. Our evening 
service was not held in the chapel, owing to so many of the 
members being in the army. 

September 2. — A report reached here, that a battle was 
fought near New York, and as the troops from this neigh- 
borhood are with the army in that vicinity, the community 
is much excited. 

September 18. — For some days past friends have been 
returning from the army, and as many are sick, wagons 
have been sent to meet them. 

December 1. — One thousand prisoners under a strong 
escort, and a number of Tories with their families, passed 
here on the way to Reading and Philadelphia. 

1777. 

January 1. — Everybody in town is rejoicing over the 
victory gained by the Provincials. 
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February 9. — Colonel de Haas returns. 

March 19. — This being St. Patrick's Day, there were many 
quarrels between the townspeople and the soldiers. 

May 5. — Day before yesterday the township officers were 
chosen. 

June 22. — The first class of the militia should have assem- 
bled in town yesterday, but not one of them appeared. 

June 30. — Much excitement has recently prevailed con- 
cerning the taking of the test oath, to which the people are 
strongly opposed. We have heard of force being used in 
cases of refusal, and in Donegal township two lives were 
lost. 

July 3. — Nineteen men who took the oath, attempted 
to plunder the possessions of an unsworn family on the 
Swatara, when they were attacked by about sixty of the 
unsworn and terribly beaten. 

August 14-. — Much disquiet prevails, because tomorrow 
and the day following the first and second classes of militia 
are to march. 

August 25. — It is rumored that Lord Howe is in Maryland, 
and that all the prisoners at Lancaster and Reading are to 
be brought here. Numbers of houses have been selected 
for their accommodation. 

August 26. — Today the prisoners are to arrive here and 
will be placed in the churches and school houses. Some of 
our enemies want them put in our clergy-house. 

August 27. — Towards evening three hundred and forty 
Hessians arrived, and shortly afterwards Colonel Curtis 
Grubb sent two soldiers to notify us, that they were to 
occupy our clergy-house. We protested against it and sent 
word back, that we would not permit any one to enter our 
dwelling; that it was not a public building. 

August 28. — Bro. Bader sent Adam Orth with a letter to 
Colonel Grubb, and while on the way met the latter mounted, 
as he was viewing the empty house offered to him yesterday. 
He would not read the letter, because the orders could not 
be changed. He also remarked that he could not ride 
through the town in safety, on account of the feeling 



452 Records of Moravian Congregation at Hebron, 1775-1781. 

against himself. Adam Orth, Baltzer Orth and George 
Buehler discussed the situation of affairs with us when 
it was decided that they should return to town and use 
their utmost efforts to prevent the prisoners being con- 
fined in our house ; that it was against all laws, against our 
wishes, and could only be accomplished by force. They 
met Colonel Grubb and for hours endeavored to induce him 
to change the order, that they would provide two houses or 
rent a large one in town and pay for the necessary changes. 
But it was all of no avail and they came back at night, with 
the news that the prisoners would arrive the following day. 
The officers promised that a guard would be detailed to 
protect the house and also a body guard for the pastor and 
family, if he desired it. 

August 29. — During the afternoon upwards of four hun- 
dred prisoners arrived, when we had the opportunity of pre- 
senting our protest to Colonel Grubb. However, he was 
determined to occupy our building ; assigned the four rooms 
on the lower floor to our use and put two hundred prisoners 
in the chapel and side rooms on the second floor. The 
remaining prisoners were taken to the Reformed church in 
town. 

August SO. — Late in the afternoon two hundred and eight 
prisoners of the Regiment Enyphausen arrived, which 
created much confusion and little discipline was maintained. 
A few handsome looking Hessians remained, but the others 
were hastily taken to town. One hundred more are ex- 
pected, but there is no way to accommodate them, for even 
our stable is filled. At evening those in the stable sang 
songs ; those in our house remained quiet, as they did not 
wish to disturb the " Holy Father !" 

August 31. — Learning that the " Holy Father" desired to 
preach this morning, the prisoners vacated the chapel, and 
insisted that the members of the congregation should enter 
first. The chapel was packed full, and the Hessians accom- 
panied the singing with their musical instruments. Bro. 
Bader preached on Luke 17. 11. The heat was intense or 
the service would have been held in the open air. 
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September 15. — The Hessians did not conduct themselves 
well today, they began to play on their violins and became 
very jolly. "When Bro. Bader heard that they had taken 
the bass violin from the chapel, he sent an under officer to 
demand it, but he failed to obtain it, so he went himself. 
They made room for him, took off their hats and begged 
that he would let them use it, that they were not doing any- 
thing wrong. He replied that he would not discuss that 
point, but the instrument should not be used in that way ; 
took it away and put it in a secure place. Then they formed 
a circle, fiddled and danced with each other until a shower 
of rain scattered them, for they did not obey either the ser- 
geant of the guard or their officers. Several subsequent 
attempts to obtain the bass violin failed, and they were told 
that they would not have dared to behave so before a par- 
sonage in Hesse, and if they continued to misbehave he 
would send an express to town and make a formal com- 
plaint against their insolence. 

September 17. — Several of our members came to put up 
our fences, and the Hessians were informed that if they 
removed another rail they would be punished. 

September 18. — A party of Hessian Jaegers under guard, 
made a visit to their fellow-prisoners here. They came with 
horns and fiddles, began to dance in our chapel and behaved 
shamefully. An officer told us that he and his comrades 
could not control them, that they would not listen to them, 
and suggested they would stop if we went up to them. This 
we did, and they defended themselves as much as possible, 
but they were told briefly that if they did not stop at once, 
we would make it a matter of complaint. We reproved the 
guard, but they became rude and told us to go down stairs, 
after which they acted more boisterously. Bro. Bader then 
went after the Captain, who issued orders for the immediate 
return to town of the visiting Hessians, where they would 
be punished. 

September 19. — The Hessians today were remarkably quiet 
and orderly, and we heard that the Jaegers who had con- 
ducted themselves so badly had been imprisoned. 
Vol. xvih. — 30 
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September 20. — Colonel Grubb called this afternoon and 
notified the Hessians that twenty men out of each company 
are to leave tomorrow for Winchester, Virginia, and the 
others are to be removed to town later. 

September SO. — Fifty prisoners from the Reformed Church 
in town were brought to our house, so unjustly are we 
treated. 

October 23. — About 11 o'clock heavy cannonading was 
heard in town to tbe Eastward. 

October 29. — About 10 o'clock this morning Barracks 
Master Krause came and notified the prisoners to be ready 
to leave in half an hour, tbat they are to be quartered in 
the Lutheran Church in town. Who was more joyful at 
this action than Bro. Bader, but who were more dismayed 
than the Hessians, particularly their officers, who had settled 
themselves for the Winter. They became angry and accused 
Bro. Bader of making complaints against them, which he 
assured them to the contrary. Captain Oldenberg arrived 
with the guard, and they were escorted to town. The de- 
struction within and without the clergy-house is very great 
and it smells like a stable. 

October SO. — David Buehler brought us a piece of news 
which has embittered our joy ; that our house is now to be 
occupied as a hospital ! O God ! have mercy ! It is over 
nine weeks since the congregation have had a service, and 
the house is so filled with vermin, that it is almost unin- 
habitable. 

November 2. — After the service the brethren of the con- 
gregation met in Bro. Bader's room to consult about the 
rumor that the house will be reoccupied. It was decided 
that Barracks Master Krause should at once put the house 
in its former condition — to be thoroughly cleaned, window 
panes put in, and general repairs made. Stoehr agreed to 
remove the straw. 

November 17. — At nine o'clock a couple of Hessian women 
with their baggage on their backs came with the news, that 
all the prisoners were to return to our house. We were 
unwilling to admit them at first, but as it was very cold we 
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allowed them to warm themselves by the fire. Within an 
hour afterwards the house was again taken possession of. 
"We decided to prepare a statement of the whole affair and 
send it to the Committee of Safety at Lancaster, and to ask 
for relief. We are indebted to Colonel Grubb for this un- 
looked for action, for he took advantage of the absence of 
Colonel Marsteller and Adam Orth. 

November 18. — The Lutheran Church in town is to be 
occupied as a powder magazine. We hear that Colonel 
Grubb is uneasy about his treatment of us, for he has acted 
in an arbitrary manner and out of malice. 

November 21. — One of our members who brought for us 
some milk and turnips, was not allowed by the guard to 
enter the house. Captain Oldenberg was at once informed 
of this, who sent word that he would see that such impu- 
dence was not repeated. Koehler and Orth are doing their 
utmost to have the prisoners removed. 

December 1. — A Hessian gunsmith has taught my daughter 
to knit in a peculiar way. The prisoners have been drinking 
and making a fearful noise all day. 

December 8. — All the Hessians who are working in our 
neighborhood have been notified to return at once, and to 
prepare to march. 

December 16. — General de Haas with Dr. Kennedy of the 
hospital service called and informed us, that the Hessians 
were to leave, but the house was to be occupied by the sick 
and wounded, and that we should move. We protested, 
but nothing seemed to help. They examined the house 
and found it badly damaged. 

December 19. — Numbers of our members met and decided 
that two of their number should proceed to Lancaster and 
present our complaint and ask for relief of the Assembly. 

December 24-. — Bro. Bader notified the prisoners that if 
they continued to chop their meat in the chapel, he would 
have them arrested and remove all the benches. We were 
asked whether we would keep the vigils of Christmas, but 
sent word that under the present circumstance, we could 
not. 
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December 27. — Captain Oldenberg informed us that quar- 
ters for the sick and wounded had been secured in town, to 
the number of four hundred and twenty men. 

December 28. — All the Hessians are very angry because 
Colonel Grubb had arrested a favorite sergeant for attending 
church in town and put him in prison. 

1778. 

January 1. — Just before the service the sergeant who was 
arrested a few days ago returned, whereupon the guard 
showed their joy by firing a volley of musketry and drink- 
ing deeply. During the evening the prisoners quarrelled 
fearfully and began to roar in the chapel so frightfully, that 
we feared much damage. But the ofiicers gave a couple of 
the ringleaders a sound beatiug, and then we had quiet. 
Bro. Bader spoke with Sergeant Krummel on the subject, 
who said that all the trouble arose through the women, who 
sold liquor to the soldiers. 

January £. — We received word that an order has been 
received from Reading for the prisoners to vacate our house, 
who are to be replaced by one hundred and twenty cartridge 
makers. A meeting of our members was held in town to 
take the matter into consideration. 

January 16. — At noon two gentlemen who superintend 
the manufacture of cartridges, (one of them Major Watkins), 
inspected the house. We made all possible remonstrances, 
when they finally said that if they could secure another 
house instead of ours, they would take it. 

January 21. — Today it was as if the abyss had opened and 
all the furies with Mephistopheles and Zitzleputzli had 
come among the Hessians. They made themselves out- 
rageously drunk, and then the women began to fight; after 
them the men, who had taken sides with the women, and 
finally the fight became general. The guard was called, 
but as soon as they left it was resumed and continued into 
the night. 

January 22. — The Hessian women began to fight again 
today. The ofiicers put up a notice on the chapel door, 
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that those who became drunk and did not retire quietly 
and orderly to bed by eight o'clock in the evening, should 
be severely punished. 

February 8. — Many wagons loaded with powder and other 
munitions of war have been passing by the house for a 
week. 

March 1. — Notwithstanding the guard was doubled, yes- 
terday twelve of the prisoners ran away. At noon the 
Hessians marched away very unwillingly. The chapel 
looks like a pig-sty. 

April ##.— -Colonel Grubb sent two men to estimate the 
damage to our chapel who fixed it at £101.6.10, which is 
too small. "We were much disgusted by the news that the 
house is to be filled with military stores, especially powder. 

April £9. — Several wagons loaded with powder came to 
our house and as we refused to open the door, it was forced 
open and the powder stored in the chapel. Major Watkins 
wants to store twenty tons or more in the building. 

April SO. — Major Watkins gave us notice to vacate our 
building, as he intends to fill it with powder, but this Bro. 
Bader declined to do. A petition will be prepared begging 
for relief of the Board of War. 

May 5. — Our Committee returned from the Board of 
War, who after much persuasion finally directed Colonel 
Flowers, in Lancaster, to write to Major Watkins and re- 
quire him to take the powder out of our house, and to look 
for another place. It was evident that the Board were not 
disposed to modify their orders to "Watkins. Later in the 
day Adam Orth informed us that Watkins would not respect 
the order. 

May 15. — Major "Watkins called today and again de- 
manded that we should vacate the house, but Bro. Bader 
replied that he would not; that he [Watkins] should act 
according to his orders and remove what was in the house ; 
that we had offered him three houses with stables for his 
purposes, and that if he did not want them we could not 
help him. He was terribly provoked and two of ou 
Stewards who were present, lectured him forcibly. 
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May 16. — Our deputies who had again visited the Board 
of War returned with their order for Watkins, that Bro. 
Bader should remain in his house until Colonel Flowers had 
personally examined into the matter. 

May 28. — Corporal Stock, a Hessian prisoner from Mid- 
dletown, reports that the prisoners there are now closely 
confined. 

May £5. — Notwithstanding Major Watkins has received 
orders from Colonel Flowers to remove everything from our 
house he declines to do so, and he has two cartridge makers 
at work in the chapel. 

May 28. — Ascension Bay. Before the morning service, 
we learned that Colonel Flowers had arrived last evening 
and wished to inspect our house this afternoon. Soon after 
the service he arrived with Watkins. At first he was dis- 
posed to side with the Major, but after conversing with our 
members who were present he yielded to our demands. He 
then inspected a Catholic and a Reformed Church about 
two miles from here, and later in the day a wagon load of 
powder and other articles of war were taken away. 

May 30. — Colonel Flowers, who is a polite and handsome 
man, called during the afternoon, followed by Major Wat- 
kins and several of our members. They examined the 
stores in the chapel and as the Colonel was leaving he re- 
marked to Bro. Bader that he should rest easy, for as soon 
as another building was secured all the powder would be 
removed. While the party were in the chapel, Bro. Bader 
played for them on the organ. 

June If,. — Colonel Flowers was recalled yesterday. We 
have secured Sturges's Shop which has a very large room 
in it, and will be removed to a site on the other side of the 
creek, in which the articles of war and powder will be 
stored. 

June 11. — Our members who had refused to take the 
oath, were removed to the jail at Lancaster under guard. 
Thirty sick and wounded are quartered in Baltzer Orth's 
barn, and fifty more are to arrive. 

June 15. — The Hessian prisoners who have been working 
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for the people in this vicinity have been summoned to re- 
pair to Lancaster tomorrow and from thence will be taken 
to Philadelphia for exchange. 

June 19. — In the evening there was firing of cannon and 
bonfires lighted, because the British have evacuated Phila- 
delphia. 

June 26. — The British who are on the march, it is re- 
ported, have caused much excitement, and the enforcement 
of the oath has ceased for the time. 

June 29. — All the military stores were removed from our 
chapel today, and we have begun to clean it up. 

July Jf,. — Although the impression prevails that our army 
is in a deplorable condition, and that the State is wrecked, 
cannons were fired and a frolic held in town, because today 
is the anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. 

July 81. — Many families with their cattle fleeing before 
the murdering Indians, passed through town seeking places 
of safety. There is an indescribable anxiety among the 
people. 

October 20. — A rumor is current, that our town is again 
to be occupied by prisoners and the sick and wounded. 
The prominent citizens are opposed to it, and will refuse to 
give up their houses because they have done enough, while 
other townships have done nothing. 

1779. 

January 10. — As the people were coming to church this 
morning, we saw the Light-horse from Reading approaching 
the town, but owing to the protest of the townspeople they 
will only remain over night and then march to Middletown, 
where they will be quartered. 

January 26. — Christopher Kucher, as the deputy of the 
townspeople, left for Lancaster to protest in their name 
against the establishment of a new Constitution. 

February 7. — It is now admitted that the militia who were 
stationed here, had intended to blow up or burn our church, 
but the party who were selected lacked the courage to carry 
it out. 
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March M. — The heavily sealed letter which was received 
day before yesterday, it is said was opened and read before 
Justice Thome, and is said to have contained a " bloody Act 
of the Assembly." In substance it was as follows: On 
March 1st., the French fleet would come to Philadelphia; 
that everybody, without distinction, was to swear Alle- 
giance to the King of France, and whoever refused would 
be handed over to the French to be stabbed, and every one 
able to bear arms must join with the French and so advance 
against the English and storm New York. "Whoever re- 
fused to march must pay £100, half in gold and silver and 
half in paper money on the spot or else be taken along 
without mercy. 

April 26. — The militia were ordered to assemble in town 
for drill, but only ten men appeared. 

May 11. — Baltzer Orth Jr. ; Edwards, Mr. Grubb's man- 
ager and two other men estimated the damages to our 
church property while occupied by the prisoners and as a 
magazine at £310. which is to be paid by Congress. 

July S. — Bro. Bader has been invited to attend the Inde- 
pendence Day frolic on Monday, but declined. [July 4 fell 
on Sunday.] 

July 5. — In the afternoon the citizens with drums and 
fife marched to Orth's field for the frolic. A fifer-boy 
brought the following note : 

" Col. Greenwalt's and Col. Marsteller's compliments to the Rev. Mr. 
Bawder, and begs the favour of Mr. Bawder's company at Mr. Orth's 
field. The Revd. Mr. Bucher would likewise be glad of your agreeable 
company. 

" Your humble Servant, 

" P. Marstellee. 
" To the Revd Me. Bawdee." 

Bro. Bader returned a verbal reply by the boy ; that he 
sent his compliments to them and thanked them for the 
honor and friendship they desired to show him ; he would 
take the will for the deed, but he was unable to attend. 

October 5. — There is general discontent in town because 
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of the lack of salt and the daily advance of prices for the 
common necessaries of life. 



1780. 

June 6. — The town is greatly excited because of the capt- 
ure of Charleston South Carolina. 

June 9. — Colonel Flowers with his wife, Paymaster Paddon 
and his wife, and two ladies visited us. The Colonel is sick, 
it is said with consumption. 

August 11. — The three classes of militia were ordered to 
assemble under threats of heavy punishment, but few came 
and these declared that they would not leave. Twelve boys 
who have not yet been away, subscribed that they were 
willing to go. 

September £9. — Serious rumors are about today. Since 
the continuing of the tax and militia fines, the people in 
Shaefferstown have been much excited and have put the 
" money gatherers" to flight. Here and in Lebanon every- 
body is in dread. 

October 30. — Bro. Bader was told in confidence, that the 
Governor had been secretly reconnoitering our neighbor- 
hood, and from the face of the country and the many 
streams of water, he has decided to quarter here the sick 
and wounded. The first was only discovered after his de- 
parture, the other while he was still here, and as a conse- 
quence he was not treated in the best manner and hastily 
left the town. 

1781. 

February IS. — Six hundred soldiers are to be quartered in 
town and the neighborhood, a detachment of which arrived 
this afternoon. 

April 27. — Rumors that we are to have quartered on us 
some of General Burgoyne's prisoners prevail generally. 

May 9. — The officers of the town had a frolic in Baltzer 
Orth's meadow; the band performed throughout the day 
and considerable drinking was indulged in until the ap- 
proach of night. 
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May 16. — The sick and wounded soldiers left the towns 
and farms today, and marched for York. 

July 2. — The militia of the Third Class have heen noti- 
fied that they are to march to Lancaster today, under a fine 
of j63. for every one who refuses, and £3.6. for absence for 
every day thereafter. 

August 20. — Today the Fourth Class of militia assembled 
— they are to guard the prisoners in Lancaster. 

September 23. — There is more excitement concerning the 
militia, for the Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Classes are to 
assemble day after tomorrow and leave on Wednesday. 

September 25.— The Fourth, Fifth, and Sixth Classes of 
militia assembled again in town, and are to march tomorrow. 

October 25. — The bells on the Lutheran and Eeformed 
Churches in town were rung and guns fired incessantly 
during the day. An express arrived at midnight with the 
news that Lord Cornwallis and his whole army had been 
captured in Virginia. 



